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AN INTRODUCTION
Reinhold Martin

House Housingis an exhibition developed by the Temple Hoyne Buell Center
for the Study of American Architecture and installed in collaboration with
the MAK Center for Art and Architecture in West Hollywood, California.
Assembled by a team of researchers at Columbia University and staged as
an open house, it is part of a long-term project that centers on the critical
analysis of architecture’s engagement with real estate development, par-
ticularly through housing. The exhibition is located in the MAK Center’s
Rudolph M. Schindler House, a landmark experiment in modernist do-
mesticity designed by Schindler and built in 1922. It is accompanied by a
Buell Center report, The Art of Inequality: Architecture, Housing, and Real
Estate, as well as by on-site public programming.

House Housing offers a multimedia sample of architecture’s socio-
economic infrastructures, and in the process, shows some of modernity’s
basic facts under construction—by governments, industries, institutions,
and cultures—beginning in the early twentieth century. It exposes the aes-
thetic and cultural roots of economic processes related to the development
and circulation of wealth, while also offering a glimpse of the history and
consequences of government housing policies. The exhibition’s thirty-one
brief episodes, running from 1910 to 2015, locate housing at the center of
the current, neoliberal economic regime, with the United States as an influ-
ential node in a transnational network. This network designs and produces
inequalities that are lived everywhere today.

With architecture, economics begins from the ground up. The laws of
real estate—relating to the acquisition of land, the financing of construc-
tion, the cost of building maintenance and services, profit from rent or
resale, the value of equity, or the price of credit—inexorably constrain any
building component (like a window) or any building type (like a house).
They are visible even in the residential work of such singular figures as
Frank Lloyd Wright, not least because the Greek oikos, or household,
forms the root of the word “economy” itself. But look closely and you will
see that what seems fundamental, basic, or natural is, like any other law, a
historical artifact subject to change.

House Housing narrates its episodes in a mixture of domestic media
from across the century, from phonograph to television, answering ma-
chine to iPad, thereby converting Schindler’s future-oriented vision into a
whispering, humming history machine. Though they focus mainly on the
continental United States, the discrete episodes are excerpts from transna-
tional processes. As such, they address matters of universal concern, even
in non-market situations. Their objects range from houses designed by
figures as well known as Wright, to a seemingly ordinary gated commu-
nity in Florida, to temporary shelters for migrants near the U.S.-Mexican
border in Tijuana. Their untimeliness is twofold. First, these episodes
return us to financial matters widely discussed in the immediate aftermath
of the 2008 mortgage foreclosure crisis but now largely abandoned, by
mainstream discourse, in favor of greener pastures. Second, the historical
episodes, which are assembled non-chronologically, disclose surprising
repetitions—of themes, tendencies, and actions. This reminds us that the
economic infrastructures on which architecture rests are the outcome of
such repetitions, rather than an a priori, natural ground.



House Housing is about those infrastructures, where “infrastructure”
is defined as that which repeats. Every time we turn on the faucet, the water
system repeats. Every time a house is bought or sold, the real estate system
repeats. But every transaction also reconfirms and rebuilds that system,
which in turn builds more houses, which, in turn, cannot be built with-
out architectural techniques that shape them, and stories that establish
their value. In this way, the laws of real estate and the laws of architecture
are constituted and reconstituted together, as effortlessly as flowing water.

House Housing sets out to show how such laws are written, as re-
peatable stories that form dominant cultural imaginaries. The “American
Dream,” closely connected to American economic power and to global
housing markets, is one such story. Others running silently in the back-
ground of the exhibition include the European doctrine that transnational
debt be met with national austerity, and the ambiguous slogan “capital-
ism with Chinese characteristics.” These stories and many like them repeat
through the channels of the house and of its equally troubled companion,
housing. They do so discreetly, in focus groups, home décor, congressional
hearings, press commentary, garages, fireside chats, residence permits,
zoning laws, and investment portfolios. Each repetition reconstitutes the
law of the household—the nomos of “economy”—while also suggesting
the possibility that next time, things could be different.

UNA INTRODUCCION
Reinhold Martin

House Housing es una exhibicion desarrollada por el Temple Hoyne Buell
Center for the Study of American Architecture e instalada en colaboracion
con el MAK Center for Art and Architecture en West Hollywood, Califor-
nia. Ensamblada por un equipo de investigadores en la Universidad de
Columbia y escenificada al estilo casa abierta, la misma es parte de un
proyecto de largo plazo que se enfoca en el analisis critico del compro-
miso de la arquitectura con el desarrollo de la especulacion inmobiliaria,
particularmente a través de lo pertinente a la vivienda. La exposicion esta
ubicada en la Casa Rudolph M. Schindler del MAK Center, un punto de
referencia de la domesticidad modernista experimental diseiiada por
Schindler y construida en 1922. La exhibicion esta acompaiiada por un
informe del Buell Center, The Art of Inequality: Architecture, Housing, and
Real Estate, junto a una programacion publica in situ.

House Housing ofrece muestras multimedia de las infraestructuras
socioeconomicas en la arquitectura, y en el proceso, expone algunos de los
hechos basicos de la modernidad en construccion—por gobiernos, indus-
trias, instituciones y culturas—empezando a principios del siglo XX. La
exposicion desenmascara las raices culturales y estéticas de los procesos
economicos relacionados al desarrollo y la circulacion de capital, mientras
también otea la historia y las consecuencias de las politicas gubernamen-
tales de la vivienda. Los treinta y uno episodios breves de la exposicion,
que van desde 1910 a 2015, ubican el asunto de la vivienda en el centro del
régimen economico neoliberal actual, teniendo a Estados Unidos como un
nodo influyente en la red transnacional. Actualmente, esta red disefia y
produce desigualdades que se viven alrededor del mundo.

En la arquitectura, las ciencias economicas surgen desde el principio.
Las leyes de la especulacion inmobiliaria—relativas a la adquisicion de

tierras, el financiamiento de la construccion, el costo de mantenimiento y
servicios a edificios, las ganancias adquiridas por medio de alquileres o
reventas, el valor de la equidad, o el precio del crédito—inexorablemente
constrifien cualquier componente de un edificio (por ejemplo, una venta-
na) o cualquier tipo de edificio (por ejemplo, una casa). Estas son visibles
hasta en el trabajo residencial de figuras singulares como Frank Lloyd
Wright, no sélo porque la palabra de origen griego oikos, o casa, forma
la raiz misma de la palabra “economia”. Basta con mirar detenidamente
para darse cuenta que aquello que parece fundamental, basico, o natural
es, como cualquier otra ley, un artefacto historico susceptible a cambios.

House Housing narra sus episodios dentro de una mezcla de medios
de comunicacion nacionales usados través del siglo, desde el fonografo
hasta la television, del contestador automatico al “iPad”, convirtiendo la
vision orientada hacia el futuro de Schindler en susurros y zumbidos de
una historia viva. A pesar del enfoque en Estados Unidos continental, estos
episodios discretos son extractos de procesos transnacionales. Por tanto,
los mismos abordan asuntos de preocupacion universal, aun en situacio-
nes externas al mercado. Sus objetos se extienden desde casas disefiadas
por figuras tan conocidas como Wright, hasta comunidades cercadas de
apariencia ordinaria en Florida, hasta albergues temporeros para migran-
tes cerca de la frontera entre los Estatos Unidos y México en Tijuana. El
caracter intempestivo de los episodios es doble. Primero, estos nos regre-
san a asuntos financieros discutidos extensamente justo cuando ocurrio
la crisis de las ejecuciones hipotecarias de 2008, pero que ahora han sido
descuidados por discursos de la corriente principal que favorecen visio-
nes mas optimistas. Segundo, los episodios histdricos, ensamblados fuera
del orden cronologico, revelan repeticiones sorprendentes—de temas,
tendencias y acciones. Nos recuerdan que las infraestructuras sobre las
cuales se apoya la arquitectura son el resultado de dichas repeticiones, en
vez de un fundamento natural a priori.

House Housing trata sobre esas infraestructuras, el término “infraes-
tructura” definido como aquello que se repite. Cada vez que abrimos el
grifo, el sistema de agua se repite. Cada vez que una casa es vendida o
comprada, el sistema de especulacion inmobiliaria se repite. No obstan-
te, cada transaccion también reconfirma y reconstruye el sistema, que a
su vez construye casas, las cuales, a su vez, no pueden ser construidas sin
las técnicas arquitectonicas que las forman, junto a las historias que esta-
blecen su valor. De esta forma, las leyes de la especulacion inmobiliaria y
las leyes de la arquitectura se constituyen y reconstituyen juntamente, sin
esfuerzo alguno, como agua que fluye.

House Housing se propone mostrar como estas leyes son escritas, por
medio de historias repetitivos que crean el imaginario cultural dominante.
El “suefio americano,” intimamente conectado al poder economico ame-
ricano y al mercado global de la vivienda, es uno de estos cuentos. Otros
que corren silenciosamente en el fondo de la exposicion incluyen la doc-
trina europea que predica la austeridad nacional como el remedio para
las deudas transnacionales y el eslogan ambiguo “capitalismo de caracter
chino.” Todos estos cuentos y muchos otros similares se repiten en la tra-
vesia de la casa y de su compaiiera igualmente desventurada, la vivienda.
Ocurre de manera discreta, en grupos de enfoque, la decoracion del hogar,
las audiencias del Congreso, los comentarios de la prensa, los garajes,
las charlas informales, los permisos de residencia, las leyes de zonifica-



A GUIDE

Jacob Moore and Susanne Schindler

This small publication serves a threefold purpose. First, it is a reverse-
chronological guide to an exhibition organized non-chronologically. In
the exhibition, artifacts in the form of presidential sound bites, marketing
video clips, and legal documents, among others, are displayed to suggest
that key debates and actions concerning everything from regulation of
land use to the choice of building style in housing have not proceeded in
a linear fashion, but have repeated with astonishing frequency across the
last century. We have clustered episodes to highlight certain similarities,
and each artifact is labeled with a year corresponding to its page in the
pamphlet and indicating its central point of focus.

Second, the pamphlet provides a succinct textual summary of each
episode. The headlines are kept in the present tense, emphasizing that
decisions from across the last century pertaining to policy, design, and
finance continue to shape the architecture of housing today. Often, the
pamphlet texts and episode artifacts relate indirectly. The architecture of a
Brazilian housing program may be visible only as part of a video pitched
to potential investors, while the racial dimensions of a U.S. housing policy
(well-illustrated through architectural drawings) is addressed through a
newspaper clipping. These feedback loops between artifacts and pam-
phlet texts are meant to envelop viewers in a history of architecture and
real estate that continuously reveals itself in the housing that surround us.

Finally, the pamphlet serves as a bridge between the exhibition’s
immersive, necessarily fragmentary nature and the wide-ranging body of
research that provided the basis for the episodes included therein. Works
referenced in footnotes provided team members with the key sources for
their writing; those in Further Reading suggest abroader, perhaps less obvi-
ous intellectual framework in which to see the summaries provided here.
Further context for the exhibition can be found on house-housing.com,
where some of the project’s other components—from additional exhibi-
tions to panel discussions to publications—can be viewed in more detail.



actualidad. Con frecuencia, el texto del folleto y los artefactos del episodio
se relacionan indirectamente. La arquitectura de un programa de vivien-
da brasilefia puede ser visible s6lo como parte de un video destinado a
inversionistas potenciales, mientras que las dimensiones raciales de una
politica de vivienda estadounidense, bien ilustrado por medio de dibu-
jos arquitectonicos, son dirigidas mediante un recorte de periddico. Estas
retroalimentaciones circulares entre artefactos y textos del folleto suponen
envolver a los espectadores en una historia de la arquitectura y la especu-
lacion inmobiliaria que se manifiesta continuamente en las viviendas que
nos rodean.

Finalmente, el folleto sirve como un puente entre la naturaleza de
inmersion y fragmentacion necesaria de la exhibicion y el amplio cuerpo
de investigacion que proveyo la base para los episodios incluidos aqui.
Trabajos referenciados en las notas al pie le proveyeron fuentes claves a
los miembros del equipo en sus escritos; aquellos en “Further Reading”
sugieren un marco intelectual de trabajo mas amplio y quizas menos
obvio en el cual se pueden ver los resimenes previstos aqui. Contexto adi-
cional para la exhibicion puede ser hallado en house-housing.com, donde
algunos de los otros componentes del proyecto—desde exposiciones adi-
cionales, hasta paneles de discusion, hasta publicaciones—pueden ser
vistos con mas detalle.

FIRE DESTROYS NEW JERSEY APARTMENT
COMPLEX FOR A SECOND TIME

Event Highlights Distance between REIT’s Owners and
Occupants

In January 2015, plumbers working in an Edgewater, New Jersey
apartment complex sparked a fire. Qver several hours, the
flames spread through the structure’s lightweight truss con-
struction, destroying 240 apartments and displacing over

1000 residents.! Fifteen years earlier, in August 2000, ruptured
gas lines had transformed the same building—then under
construction—into a blaze that spread across the street, destroy-
ing nine neighboring homes. The project’s developer and
owner, AvalonBay, is structured as a Real Estate Investment Trust
(REIT). The REIT model allows shareholders access to diversi-
fied portfolios of income-producing properties. At the time

of its introduction in 1960, the REIT was hailed as a democrati-
zation of real estate investment. Half a century later, a new

form of absentee ownership generates revenue from increas-
ingly abstract property, and further distances investors’ risks
from the risks faced by its occupants.

FUEGO DESTRUYE COMPLEJO DE
APARTAMENTOS EN NUEVA JERSEY POR
SEGUNDA VEZ

El evento resalta la distancia entre los duefos del REIT y
los ocupantes

En enero de 2015, unos plomeros trabajando en un complejo
de apartamentos en Edgewater, Nueva Jersey, provocaron un
incendio. Luego de varias horas, las llamas se esparcieron a
través de la estructura compuesta de cerchas livianas de la cons-
truccion, destruyendo 240 apartamentos y desplazando mas de
1000 residentes.! Quince afios atras, en agosto de 2000, lineas
de gas averiadas transformaron el mismo edificio, en aquel
momento en proceso de construccion, en una llamarada que se
propago hasta el otro lado de la calle, destruyendo nueve

casas vecinas. El desarrollador del proyecto y duefio, AvalonBay,
esta estructurado como un Fondo de Inversiones Inmobiliarias
(Real Estate Investment Trust, o REIT, en inglés). El modelo del
REIT permite que hasta inversionistas pequefios tengan acceso
a portafolios diversificados de propiedades generadoras de
ganancias, y fue aclamado como la democratizacion de las in-
versiones de bienes raices en el momento de su inauguracion
en 1960. Medio siglo mas tarde, ingresos derivados de pro-
piedades cada vez mas abstractas han creado una nueva forma
de propietario ausente que promueve el distanciamiento entre
los inversionistas y los riesgos que enfrentan los habitantes.

DOCUMENT/DOCUMENTO

Cigar Excise Tax Extension Act 0f 1960, Pub.
L. No. 86-779, 74 Stat. (1960). Accessed June
22,2015. http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/
STATUTE-74/pdf/STATUTE-74-Pg998.pdf.

VIDEO/VIDEO

“Massive 7 Alarm Structure Fire in
Edgewater New Jersey 12115 (VIDEO).”
January 22, 2015. World Top News, 0:00.
Accessed February 4, 2015. https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=luWmeDsPYsA.

DOCUMENT/DOCUMENTO
AvalonBay C ities. Building Strong:
2013 Annual Report. 2013. Accessed June
22,2015. http://investors.avalonbay.com/

cache/1001185728.

Further Reading/Lectura Adicional

Blackmar, Elizabeth. “Of REITS and Rights:
Absentee Ownership on the Periphery.”

In City, Country, Empire: Landscapes in
Environmental History, edited by Jeffry
Diefendorf and Kurk Dorsey, 81-98.
Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh

Press, 2005.

Boston, William. “REITs Gear Up in Germany:
New Coalition I's Set to Scrap 2007 Rules
Limiting Industry.” The Wall Street Journal,
October 14, 2009.

Service Employees International Union.
Troubling Developments: The History of
Safety Problems, Law-Breaking Contractors,
and Unaffordable Health Insurance at
AvalonBay Communities, April 2012.
Accessed June 22, 2015. http://www.seiu32bj.
org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/AVB-
White-Paper.pdf.

Wasik, John F. “You Too Can Be a Global

Real Estate Investor.” The New York Times,
February 10, 2015.

2015


http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-74/pdf/STATUTE-74-Pg998.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-74/pdf/STATUTE-74-Pg998.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luWmeDsPYsA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luWmeDsPYsA
http://investors.avalonbay.com/cache/1001185728
http://investors.avalonbay.com/cache/1001185728
http://www.seiu32bj.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/AVB-White-Paper.pdf
http://www.seiu32bj.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/AVB-White-Paper.pdf
http://www.seiu32bj.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/AVB-White-Paper.pdf

VIOLENCE ENTERS A GATED COMMUNITY

Teenager is Shot and Killed in The Retreat at Twin Lakes

On the night of February 26, 2012, Trayvon Martin, a seventeen-
year-old African-American high school student, was shot and
killed by George Zimmerman, a Hispanic neighborhood watch
coordinator, as Martin walked from a nearby 7-Eleven to his
father’s fiancé’s house. That house is in a gated community in
Sanford, Florida. The enclave consists of 263 two-story, 1400-
square foot townhouses that sold at an average of $250,000
upon completion in 2004; after the 2008 foreclosure crisis, the
average value of these homes dropped to below $100,000. At
the time of the shooting, forty properties in the enclave were
unoccupied and more than half of its remaining residents
were renting.’

IMAGE/

“Check Out This Birds-Eye View Of The Area

Where Trayvon Martin Was Killed.” Business

Insider Australia, July 13, 2012. Released

as part of Prosecutor’s case. Accessed April

2,2014. http://www.businessinsider.com.

au/george-zimmerman-evidence-release-

2012-7#up-close-and-personal-with-the-
ighborhood-of- I pparently-in-

the-gated-community-where-martin-died-12.

VIDEO/

“Homeowner Association Lawsuit Likely

in Martin Case.” Legal Broadcast Network,
LB Network video, 3:36. April 10, 2012.
Accessed March 28, 2014. http://thelegal-
broadcastnetwork.squarespace.com/the-
Ibn-blog/2012/4/10/homeowner-association-
lawsuit-likely-in-martin-case.html.

AUDIO/

“Trayvon Martin Case 911 Calls Time Stamped
Part 1,” YouTube video, 6:35. April 2, 2012.
Accessed April 2, 2014. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=-a58pllcrdo&feature=player_
embedded.

DOCUMENT/

“Sanford Real Estate Overview.” Trulia.
Accessed March 28, 2014. http://www.trulia.
com/real_estate/Sanford-Florida.

Further Reading/

Blakely, Edward J. and Mary Gail Snyder.
Fortress America: Gated Communities in
the United States. Washington: Brookings
Institution Press, 1997.

Nightingale, Carl H. Segr : A Global
History of Divided Cities. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2012.

Wiese, Andrew. Places of their Own: African
American Suburbanization in the Ty ieth
Century. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2004.
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CONSTRUCTION IN KANGBASHI NEW DISTRICT
GRINDS TO A HALT

Housing Prices Plummet as Local Economy Slows and
Debtors Default

In 2004, the City Government of Ordos decided to use its tax rev-
enues to develop three new districts.’ Its goal was to diversify
the coal extraction-based economy of Inner Mongolia and spur
further growth.* Given the volatility of Chinese stock markets,
low interest rates, capital controls, and inconsistently applied
tax laws inhibiting individual overseas investment, stable
investment opportunities were limited.’ Real estate seemed a
safe harbor for newly acquired wealth.® Construction began

in 2004 on the lead district, Kangbashi New District, designed
to accommodate one million new residents.” Despite rapid
construction, economic and demographic growth failed to take
hold. In 2011, construction of new housing entered a hiatus as
prices plummeted.® Along with the coal-based economy’s
slowdown, this bursting bubble spurred mass defaults on the
large construction debt, resulting in a municipal credit crisis.’
The same year, the government began relocating farmers

from rural areas to the new district, hoping to spur the eco-
nomic growth that market forces had failed to produce.™

DOCUMENT

Ordos Municipal People’s Government.
“Kangbashi New District.” August 11, 2009.
Accessed June 24, 2015. http://www.
ordos.gov.cn/english/ordos5/200908/
120090811_73261.html.

VIDEO/

Ting, Son, and Adam James Smith (Directors).
The Land of Many Palaces. Bejing, China:
Pulan Films, 2015. 2:40. Clip courtesy of the
filmmaker.

AUDIO/

“House Prices Plunge in Chinese Ghost
Town.” New Tang Dynasty TV (NTDTV).
1:12. Uploaded December 5, 2011.
Accessed June 23, 2015. https://youtu.
be/5Vm7DRQ6tPU?t=72.

IMAGE/

Lewis Tsurumaki Lewis takes part in the
Ordos 100. Snapshots. January, 2008. Images
courtesy of Lewis Tsurumaki Lewis.

Further Reading/

Arrighi, Giovanni. Adam Smith in Beijing:
Lineages of the 21st Century. London and New
York: Verso Books, 2007.

Chovanec, Patrick. “China’s Real Estate
Riddle.” An American Perspective from China
Blog, June 11, 2009. Accessed June 24, 2015.
https://chovanec.wordpress.com/2009/06/11/
chinas-real-estate-riddle/.

Huang, Yiping, Jian Chang, and Lingxiu
Yang. “China: Beyond the Miracle, Part 3:
Bubble Deflation, Chinese Style.” Barclays
Capital Emerging Markets Research, Novem-
ber 8, 2011. Accessed June 24, 2015. http://
www.fullertreacymoney.com/system/data/
images/archive/2011-11-11/Barclays11-8-11-
China-Beyond-the-Miracle-Part-3-Bubble-
Deflation-Chinese-Style.pdf.

Nuijsink, Cathelijne. “Nothing is Happening
here.” Mark: Another Architecture No. 36
(2012): 148-155.

Ulfstjerne, Michael Alexander. Un-real Estate:
The Social Life of Temporary Wealth in

China. PhD Diss, Kebenhavns Universitet, Det
Humanistiske Fakultet, 2015. Accessed March
5, 2016. http://ccrs.ku.dk/staff/?pure=en%2F-
publications%2Funreal-estate(3eb3b875-995
e-4ad6-8cb3-9dd4800a5cc8).html.
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BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES

MINHA CASA, MINHA VIDA

World Bank Endorses the Program While Urging a Greater Role
for the Private Sector

In 2009, the Brazilian government launched an extensive
housing program aimed at addressing the housing deficit while
providing stimulus in the wake of a recession. The program
provides new housing in large-scale tract developments on the
outskirts of cities to those previously living in the most precar-
ious conditions, and apartment developments for lower- and
middle-class Brazilians in more urban settings. In 2010, the
World Bank published reports expressing enthusiasm for the
program’s general premise.” However, in alignment with US
policy, the global institution also advocated for the expansion
of national and international private lenders’ participation

in these home-financing programs, along with the privatization
of the loans’ then- government-backed guarantees.

VIDEO/

EcoHouse Group. “EcoHouse Group and
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DOCUMENT/

The World Bank Group, Latin American and
Caribbean Region Sustainable Development
Department, Urban, Water, and Disaster
Risk M Unit. “Establishi
Sustainable Guarantee Fund to Support the
Expansion of the Housing Finance Market
for Low-Income Households in Brazil:
Analysis and Recommendations.” June 15,
2010. Accessed January 10, 2014. http://
www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/
WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/06/14/000
425962_20120614123500/Rendered/.

The World Bank Group, Latin American and
Caribbean Region Sustainable Development
Department, Urban, Water, and Disaster Risk
M Unit. “Exp of Private
Lenders’ Participation in Housing Finance

for Low Income Groups Under the Brazilian
Sistema Financeiro de Habitagao: Analysis
and Recommendations.” June 15, 2010.
Accessed July 1, 2015. http://documents.
worldbank.org/curated/en/2010/06/16376136/

brazil blishi; inabl antee-
fund-support-expansion-housing-finance-
market-low-i h holds-brazil-

analysis-recommendations.

Further Reading/

De Souza, Flavio and Roger Zetter. “Urban
Land Tenure in Brazil: From Centralized
State to Market Processes of Housing Land
Delivery.” In Market Economy and Urban
Change: Impacts in the Developing World,
edited by Roger Zetter and Mohamed Hamza.
Sterling, VA: Earthscan, 2004.

Harvey, David. Spaces of Global Capitalism:
Towards a Theory of Uneven Geographical
Development. New York: Verso, 2006.

Marc, Angélil and Rainer Hehl, Something
Fantastic, eds. Minha Casa — Nossa Cidade!
Berlin: Ruby Press, 2014.

Neto, Paulo Nascimento, Tomas Antonio
Moreira, and Zulma Das Gragas Lucena
Schussel. “Housing Policy. A Critical Analysis
on the Brazilian Experience.” Comunicagio e
Meio Ambiente 5, No. 3 (2012): 65-76.

Rangan, V. Kasturi, John A. Quelch, Gustavo
Herrero, and Brooke Barton, eds. Business
Solutions for the Global Poor: Creating Social
and Economic Value. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2005.

2009

DWELL MAGAZINE CLAIMS A NEW FRONTIER

Editors Trace a Course “From the Robie House to Our House”

In October 2000, San Francisco—based Dwell magazine released
its first issue into an atmosphere of changing American cities.
At this height of the dot-com boom, a search for simpler yet
more stylish forms of living went hand in hand with gentrifica-
tion, effectively relocating the frontier of development for

the American house from suburban to urban areas. Under the
umbrella of “home,” Dwell published stories not covered by
other shelter magazines, including “pre-fab,” “sustainable,”
and “small” projects, offering a newly urbanizing demograph-
ic ways to distinguish themselves with their first, and often
second, home.
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ST. LOUIS SUBURB COMMISSIONS
“VISION 2015 PLAN”

Housing Components Fall Short of Goals

In June 1995, the City Council of Ferguson, Missouri, set thirteen
objectives to improve the quality of life in the town over the next
two decades, ranging from better fire department facilities to
cosmetic improvements of homes and neighborhoods. With a
1998 update to the plan, the city began to regulate and enforce
home appearances in an attempt to improve Ferguson’s reputa-
tion, draw more residents, and raise home values."? Two decades
later, the town still lacks most of the improvements set forth in
the vision plan, and average home values are about half their
pre-2008 levels. Low prices have attracted investors in the rental-
backed securities market. Today, many single-family homes in
Ferguson are being rented by these investors to Section 8 voucher
holders and other low-income families at prices matching

the average for Saint Louis County, in spite of market values well
below this average.® In 2014, Ferguson gained international
attention as a segregated, impoverished community following
the shooting of unarmed African-American teenager Michael
Brown.
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FEDERAL HOUSING POLICY MEETS LOCAL
RESISTANCE

New Urbanists’ Arrival Postponed on Far Rockaway

In 1994, the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) submit-
ted a HOPE VI planning grant application to the US Department
of Housing and Urban Development. The grant application,
awarded in 1995, helped procure $70 million to find the replace-
ment of the 41st Street towers with new low-rise, mixed-income
housing." After the project reached an impasse with residents,
the funds were transferred to other NYCHA properties on Far
Rockaway. An acute housing shortage prevented the Housing
Authority from demolishing structurally sound buildings. In-
stead, modifications for code compliance were made." In 2002,
$225 million additional HOPE VI dollars were shifted to the
nearby Arverne Urban Renewal Area. Benjamin-Beechwood
LLC was chosen to build Arverne By The Sea, a 90 percent
market-rate New Urbanist enclave designed by EE&K, a Perkins
Eastman Company. The 127-acre, city-owned parcel was sold to
the developers for merely $8.6 million.!
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CHINESE CITIZENS RECEIVE US VISAS BY
FUNDING JOB CREATION

EB-5 Program Undergirds Construction in San Francisco

In 1990, Congress moved to allot 10,000 newly created visas per
year to foreign “entrepreneurs” seeking permanent resident
status whose investment could be demonstrated to create 10 or
more jobs."” The majority of these visas have been awarded to
Chinese nationals, and California benefits more than any other
state with investments that totaled over $440 million in 2014
alone.” One project to receive funding through the program is
anew residential tower at 1545 Pine Street in San Francisco,
designed by the Miami-based firm Arquitectonica. Itis located
just north of the Tenderloin District, a neighborhood described
as “raw” and “not for the faint of heart” by the vacation rental
site AirBnB.” The new tower will include a ground level art
gallery and retail space in addition to over 100 apartments, only
12 percent of which will be sold below market rates.”
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LA CASA DEL MIGRANTE OPENS ITS DOORS
IN TIJUANA

Missionaries Found Shelter for Migrants, Deportees, and
Refugees in Response to State Inaction

In April 0f 1987, the “Misioneros de San Carlos Borromeo
Scalabrinianos” opened their first permanent establishment
amidst a growing wave of migrants in Tijuana, Mexico, funded
mostly through in-kind and financial donations by individuals
and nongovernmental organizations.? The newly constructed
courtyard building provides lodging for up to 14 days, with the
capacity to attend to as many as 140 people at any given time. The
Misioneros claim that the indifference, inability, or open com-
plicity of the authorities has made it impossible for those they
serve to live with dignity, forcing pursuit of the “American
Dream” in the United States.” To date, this first “Casa del Mi-
grante” has received more than 240,000 migrants from Mexico,
Central America, and other Latin-American countries, many
of which are still struggling with the ravages of civil war. In

the past five years, around 85 percent of its guests were depor-
tees from the United States of America.?
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FEDERAL LOW-INCOME HOUSING TAX
CREDIT APPROVED

Enterprise Foundation Seeks to Reconcile Purpose with Profit

Given the Nixon-era end of direct federal support for the con-
struction of low- and moderate-income housing, a variety

of non-profit groups began to fill the gap.”* Faith-based Jubilee
Housing’s efforts in Washington, DC, caught the attention of
developer James Rouse, known for his “festival marketplace”
malls.” Realizing that the tax write-offs connected to housing
development were of no value to tax-exempt non-profits,

he successfully lobbied Congress to institute their transfer to
for-profit corporations who would invest in these projects.
Rouse’s Enterprise Foundation subsequently began managing
what has become the main source of funding for low-income
housing construction in the United States,” while providing
substantial returns for its investors—especially because most
housing built through the LIHTC returns to market rate after
alimited period of time.”
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ARCHITECT DISASSEMBLES THE SUBURBAN
HOME

Santa Monica House Evolves from Eyesore to Icon

In the late 1970s, for a mere $260,000, Frank Gehry purchased
and remodeled a pink 1920s clapboard bungalow for his own
use.”® He wrapped the old house in panels of corrugated metal,
chain link fence, and plywood, jammed tilted glass cubes

onto the sides, and stripped the walls and roof down to their
frames, beams, and rafters—leaving only the home’s hearth
untouched. The resulting rough, collage-like feel both celebrat-
ed and critiqued the most ubiquitous of American structures.
A source of neighborhood tension upon completion, the
building has in recent years contributed to the neighborhood’s
rising property values.

IMAGE/

Arak, Joey. “Frank Gehry’s 76-story Tower
Now Renting at $2,630 and Up.” Curbed
New York, February 14, 2011. Accessed

April 4, 2014. http://ny.curbed.com/
archives/2011/02/14/frank_gehrys_76story_
tower_now_renting_at_2630_and_up.php.

Dbox. “New York by Gehry.” Altered
photograph, advertising campaign. Accessed
April 4, 2014. http://www.newyorkbygehry.co
m/?gclid=CI7v60Ksyb0CFWdk7Aod5SBUAvw#
new-york-no-fee-apartment.

Holland, Brad. “The Dream House.” Cartoon.
New York Times, October 2, 1977, sec. 4,17.
Courtesy of the artist.

Lino, Moritz. “Frank Gehry house in Santa
Monica.” Digital photograph. Uploaded
February 2, 2013. Accessed February 17,
2014. https://secure.flickr.com/photos/
moritzlino/10846891444/sizes/o/. Courtesy
of the photographer under the Creative
Commons CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 License.

AUDIO/

Mortice, Zach. “2012 Twenty-five Year
Award: Gehry Residence.” AIA.org. Accessed
February 17, 2014. http://www.aia.org/
practicing/awards/2012/twenty-five-
year-award/.

Further Reading/

Aizpun, Carlos Labarta. “Revisitando a
Schindler, Comprendiendo a Gehry, Los
Angeles 1921-1978.” Revista de Arquitectura
14 (2012): 71-80.

Friedman, Mildred. Frank Gehry: The Houses.
New York: Rizzoli, 2009.

Johnson, Philip and Mark Wigley.
Deconstructivist Architecture. New York: The
Museum of Modern Art, 1988.

Rilling, Donna. Making Houses, Crafting

Capitalism. Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2000.

1978


http://www.bloomberg.com/video/63520582-rising- low-income-housing-returns-lure-google-kroger.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/video/63520582-rising- low-income-housing-returns-lure-google-kroger.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/video/63520582-rising- low-income-housing-returns-lure-google-kroger.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/video/63520582-rising- low-income-housing-returns-lure-google-kroger.html
http://www.enterprisecommunity.com/about/ourstory
http://www.enterprisecommunity.com/about/ourstory
http://www.jubileehousing.org/doc/Annual%20Report%202011%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.jubileehousing.org/doc/Annual%20Report%202011%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.jubileehousing.org/doc/Annual%20Report%202011%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.jubileehousing.org/doc/Jubilee%20Housing%202012%20Form%20990%20-%20Public%20Version.pdf
http://www.jubileehousing.org/doc/Jubilee%20Housing%202012%20Form%20990%20-%20Public%20Version.pdf
http://www.jubileehousing.org/doc/Jubilee%20Housing%202012%20Form%20990%20-%20Public%20Version.pdf
http://www.jubileehousing.org/doc/Jubilee%20Housing%202012%20Form%20990%20-%20Public%20Version.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wiZowRJeto
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wiZowRJeto
http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2011/02/14/frank_gehrys_76story_tower_now_renting_at_2630_and_up.php
http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2011/02/14/frank_gehrys_76story_tower_now_renting_at_2630_and_up.php
http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2011/02/14/frank_gehrys_76story_tower_now_renting_at_2630_and_up.php
http://www.newyorkbygehry.com/?gclid=CI7v6oKsyb0CFWdk7Aod5BUAvw#!new-york-no-fee-apartment
http://www.newyorkbygehry.com/?gclid=CI7v6oKsyb0CFWdk7Aod5BUAvw#!new-york-no-fee-apartment
http://www.newyorkbygehry.com/?gclid=CI7v6oKsyb0CFWdk7Aod5BUAvw#!new-york-no-fee-apartment
https://goo.gl/EmCfsq
https://goo.gl/EmCfsq
https://goo.gl/EmCfsq
https://goo.gl/EmCfsq
http://goo.gl/tBD3gN
http://goo.gl/tBD3gN
http://goo.gl/tBD3gN

“MANUFACTURED” SUPERSEDES “MOBILE”
New Code to Establish Trailers as Viable Housing Option

In 1976, the Department of Housing and Urban Development
introduced federal standards for the construction and safety of
factory-built, transportable housing units. The HUD Code
reflected the recognition, evident in the name change, that this
popular, privately produced, unsubsidized form of low-cost
housing could no longer be dismissed as merely providing tem-
porary shelter.” The regulations attempted to resolve a prob-
lem that had contributed to the failure of earlier HUD programs
promoting industrialized housing production: the lack of
uniformity between state and local construction codes.* By le-
gitimating the 14-by-60-foot modules, the code also facilitated
access to federal mortgage insurance under certain circum-
stances. The legal ambiguity of a home more often categorized
as “personal property” than as “real estate” and the precarious
financial situation resulting from poorly regulated lending
practices were, however, left unresolved.’!
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CO-OPERATORS WITHHOLD CARRYING
CHARGES FOR NINE MONTHS

Residents Join Ranks to Fight for Continued Affordability
in High-Rise Enclave

With over 15,000 apartments in thirty towers, Co-op City in
the Bronx is the largest planned urban community ever realized
in the United States. It is also the largest non-profit, resident-
controlled cooperative development in the world.>? Despite
offering quality dwellings far below market prices, Co-op City
has been criticized since its inception in 1966 for the scale

and uniformity of its design, isolation from the existing city,
exclusion of lower-income residents, and the amount of public
subsidies required for its operation. The nine-month “rent
strike,” which succeeded in keeping costs low in the face of
rising energy prices, would also mark the model’s demise:
political support for new cooperative developments did not
survive the mid-1970s.

VIDEO/

Evelly, Jeanmarie. “Fox News’ Glenn Beck
Knocks Co-Op City.” Bronx Bureau, January
27,2011. Accessed February 3, 2014. http://
www.bronxbureau.org/2011/01/27/fox-news-
glenn-beck-knocks-co-op-city/.
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Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority at
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Pamphlet. New York: Triborough Bridge and
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NIXON DECLARES MORATORIUM ON HOUSING
ASSISTANCE

Wave of Section 235 Foreclosures Cited as One Cause

Passed as part of the Housing and Urban Development Act of
1968 under President Lyndon Johnson, the Section 235 pro-
gram promoted low-income home ownership by providing
low-rate mortgages to developers and subsidies to homebuyers.
The program’s lax oversight, however, allowed speculative
developers to resell poorly renovated homes in inner cities to
unsuspecting households.?* Many of these new homes were
soon abandoned. The result was a $2 billion loss for the federal
government.> Anticipating this outcome, Senator Charles

H. Percy of Illinois conceived the National Home Ownership
Foundation (NHOF) in 1968 to monitor Section 235. Though
they were both Republicans, Percy was known to disagree over
many issues with President Nixon, who succeeded Johnson.>
When Percy voted against Nixon’s Safeguard Anti Ballistic Mis-
sile System in 1969, Nixon shut the NHOF down. In 1973,

Nixon placed an 18-month moratorium on all federally funded
housing construction programs.
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United States Senate. “An Analysis of the
Section 235 A 236 Programs.” Congressional
Research Service Library of Congress for the
Subcommittee on Housing and Urban Affairs.
Washington DC: US Government Printing
Office, 1973.
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Profitable.” Kansas City Star, October 7, 1975.
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Further Reading/

Gotham, Kevin Fox. “Separate and Unequal:
The 1968 Housing Act and the Section 235
Program.” Sociological Forum15,No 1
(2000): 13-37.

Hays, Allen. The Federal Government and
Urban Housing: Ideology and Change in
Public Policy. Albany: State University of New
York Press, 2012.

Henderson, A. Scott. Housing and the
Democratic Ideal: The Life and Thought
of Charles Abrams. New York: Columbia
University Press, 2013.

Maxwell, David 0. “HUD’s Project Selection
Criteria: A Cure for Impermissible Color
Blindness.” 48 Notre Dame Law Rev. 92
(1972).

Taylor, Keeanga-Yamahtta. “Back Story to
the Neoliberal Moment: Race Taxes and the
Political Economy of Black Urban Housing
in the 1960s.” Souls, Vol. 14, No. 3—4 (2012):
185-206.

1973

OIL MAGNATE’S HOUSTON NEW TOWN TO
SHAPE GROWTH THROUGH SCIENCE

Hires Design with Nature Author Ian McHarg to Create
Hydrology-Driven Master Plan

George Mitchell’s goal for The Woodlands was to create an
alternative to urban blight and suburban sprawl, a sustainable
and socially integrated environment for living and working for
up to 150,000 residents. It was one of thirteen New Towns
approved through the US Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s Title VI New Communities program in 1970,
which provided multi-million dollar loan guarantees for
planning experiments that were generally undertaken by for-
profit developers.3 The Woodlands project was a financial
success and the controlling corporation is now listed on the New
York Stock Exchange. Attaining the project’s original goals in
terms of affordability and affirmative action (set to reflect the
demographic make-up of Houston), however, has proven more
elusive. In 2013, eighty-seven percent of the community’s resi-
dents were white; in Houston that percentage was fifty-eight.’
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Accessed February 3, 2013. http://www.

th dland dlands/story.html.

com/

Further Reading/

(Galatas, Roger, with Jim Barlow. The
Woodlands: The Inside Story of Creating
a Better Hometown. Washington, DC: The
Urban Land Institute, 2004.

McGirr, Lisa. Suburban Warriors. Princeton,
NJ: Princeton University Press, 2002.

McHarg, Ian. Design with Nature. Garden City,
NY: Natural History Press for the American
Museum of Natural History, 1969.

Rome, Adam. Bulldozer in the Countryside:
Suburban Sprawl and the Rise of American
Environmentalism. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2001.

1970


http://www.thewoodlands.com/woodlands/story.html
http://www.thewoodlands.com/woodlands/story.html

FIRST COMMUNITY LAND TRUST ESTABLISHED

Collective Farm Emerges from Civil-Rights Movement

In 1968, twelve African-American farmers organized to acquire
2,300 acres of land near Albany, Georgia. They sought an al-
ternative to the frequent eviction experienced by black farmers
leasing land from white owners, especially in retaliation for
Voting Rights activism. The resulting “New Communities”
farm was directly inspired by the land-lease structure of Israeli
Kibbutzim. It operated until 1983, when a severe drought

led to its foreclosure after federal agencies refused to provide
an emergency loan.* In the meantime, the land trust mod-
el—separating the ownership of the land from the ownership
of the buildings on it—had caught on throughout the country,
especially in urban areas, as a way to establish permanent-

ly affordable housing outside of the speculative real estate
market. In 2010, New Communities’ struggle received a belated
acknowledgement as part of a broader class-action lawsuit
originally settled in 2009: 1 billion dollars was awarded to
13,000 African-American farmers who had not been given fair
access to federal emergency funds thirty years earlier.¥
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CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY OPENS
1,096-UNIT WILLIAM GREEN HOMES

After Four-Year Debate, High-Rise Option Prevails over
Low-Rise Alternatives

The 1962 completion of the William Green Homes, seven
sixteen- to nineteen-story towers, brought the construction of
the Cabrini-Green public housing development to a close at
over 3,000 apartment units total. Lower-rise housing had been
considered for this final phase, particularly in light of the
development’s many residents with young children. But the
CHA argued that the high-rise was the best way to comply
with the federally mandated density of fifty units per acre and
a per-unit cost ceiling, including land costs, of $17,000 for all
urban public housing.® Given the tight budgetary constraints,
it was unusual that Chicago, unlike other cities, did not allo-
cate federal urban renewal funding to the CHA; the city’s 70
percent land-cost subsidy was made available only to private
developers serving middle- and upper-income households.*
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BRIGITTE REIMANN MOVES TO HOYERSWERDA

Novelist Reflects on Conditions of Life in Growing Socialist
Town

With the passage of the Aufbaugesetz (Reconstruction Law) on
September 6, 1950, the German Democratic Republic secured
the state’s access to previously private land in what it defined as
“construction zones.”* The Aufbaugesetz enabled the reali-
zation of large-scale urban projects that made frequent use of
prefabricated concrete elements at a mass scale, for instance in
the coal town of Hoyerswerda. It was here that the novelist
Brigitte Reimann began writing Franziska Linkerhand, the story
of a female architect working in Hoyerswerda, which openly
depicted the city’s monotony as well as its lack of cultural and
social amenities. On this issue she corresponded with the prom-
inent GDR architect Hermann Henselmann. After Reimann’s
early death in 1968, Henselmann commented that from a Marx-
ist point of view the unfinished novel’s main quality was its
incompleteness, and that the socialist city too should stay open
and incomplete.® Since 1981, the population of Hoyerswerda
has been steadily declining, from 70,000 inhabitants that year
to 34,000 inhabitants in 2013.%
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ELIZABETH WOOD RESIGNS FROM CHICAGO
HOUSING AUTHORITY AFTER RACIAL UNREST
Concurrent Opening of Grace Abbott Homes Signals Shift in
Architectural Approach

In 1953, CHA Executive Director Elizabeth Wood endorsed a
policy to integrate the whites-only public housing project
Trumbull Park. The decision was prompted by the approved
application of Donald Howard and his family, who had not
been identified as African American during the interview due
to Ms. Howard’s light skin. The action provoked several months
of violence by white residents afraid of being “mixed.”* As

the CHA continued to move black families into Trumbull Park,
Wood was blamed for “fomenting racial trouble in the city.”*
She resigned in 1954, just as another development, Grace Abbott
Homes, was nearing completion. In contrast to the entirely
low-rise Trumbull Park, Grace Abbott included seven fifteen-
story Y-shaped towers and thirty-three two-story buildings
embodying Wood’s call for a “bold and comprehensive” plan-
ning that would compete with the desirability of the suburbs.?’
Abbott Homes were demolished between 2005 and 2007,

after years of disinvestment, to make room for the Roosevelt
Square mixed-income development project.
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Chicago History Museum, ABLA Chicago
Housing Authority Project, Abbott Homes,
Hendrich Blessing (photographer), 1961:
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Images courtesy of the Chicago History
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Chicago History Museum, Donald and Betty
Howard testing a protective plywood panel
and other images in their Trumbull Park
apartment. Images courtesy of the Chicago
History Museum.

Chicago History Museum, Trumbull Park
Exterior, HB_12520_C. Images courtesy of the
Chicago History Museum.
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HOUSE & HOME SPLITS FROM
ARCHITECTURAL FORUM

Time, Inc. Launches a New Magazine for a Rapidly Growing
Industry

The U.S. Housing Act of 1949 is commonly associated with
urban renewal and slum clearance. However, it also authorized
billions of dollars for the indirect financing of private, large-
scale suburban development. House & Home, established in
1952 as an offshoot of the long-running Architectural Forum,
catered directly to the rapidly growing homebuilding indus-
try. The trade journal presented a distinct discourse on the
American single-family house, maintained by what were still
mostly small-scale homebuilders and their in-house designers,
building supply dealers, mortgage brokers, and bankers.

PUBLICATION/

“Is an Architect Worth His Fee?” The
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LIFE MAGAZINE HOLDS ROUNDTABLE ON HOW
TO PRODUCE CHEAPER HOUSING
Key Housing Players Debate What Is Holding the Industry Back

In sixteen hours of debate hosted by the popular weekly news
magazine Life, participants voiced their concerns about the
regulatory constraints preventing the housing industry from
freely exploiting land and minimizing the cost of construction.
The problem of the house, as the majority of panelists saw it,
was that it had to be connected to an infrastructural system pro-
vided by the public sector and therefore out of their control,
denying them the desired profit margin. The government, they
suggested, should intervene in housing only in cases that are
of no interest to the private sector; for instance, to alleviate the
“social or moral” preoccupations related to slums.
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GENERAL PANEL CORPORATION OF
CALIFORNIA SECURES GOVERNMENT LOAN
Federal Housing Expediter Aims to Produce 1.2 Million
Dwellings in One Year

In 1946, President Harry S. Truman established the Office of
the Housing Expediter in response to the dramatic housing de-
mand created by returning soldiers and relocated war-industry
workers.* Wilson W. Wyatt, the first man named to the post,
launched the Veterans’ Emergency Housing Program, which
granted one of just three Reconstruction Finance Corporation
loans to Konrad Wachsmann and Walter Gropius’ General
Panel Corporation, originally founded in 1942. After receiving
the loan, they re-launched the GPC in California to focus on the
production and distribution of their Packaged House system.*
Partnerships with the Atlas Aircraft Products Company and the
Celotex Corporation, an insulation and building materials
producer, provided the company with manufacturing and dis-
tribution capacities. Despite this promising constellation, the
GPC’s lofty goals were thwarted by overly tight manufacturing
tolerances, insufficient financial resources, and continually
missed production deadlines. The company dissolved in 1950,
having produced no more than 200 houses.*!
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CALIFORNIA ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE
ENVISIONS THE POST-WAR HOUSE
Modernists Issue a Call to Arms for Better Living through
Technology

CAA’s July 1944 issue, edited by John Entenza and Charles and
Ray Eames, posed a key question in anticipation of post-war
demobilization: “What is a House?” It responded with a mani-
festo for industrialized prefabrication to realize a vision of
mass-produced single-family suburban homes that would be
affordable to all. The article made the case that the technol-
ogies developed during World War II, which had served the
soldiers so well, could create a house that would equally serve
their wives. To prove its point, CAA editors commissioned

the Case Study Houses, but financial institutions did not buy
the argument. Pierre Koenig’s glass house was made possible
only through the facilitation of Paul Williams, one of the few
African-American architects then practicing in Los Angeles and
a designer of some of its first public housing, who connected
the owners to a non-FHA insured loan from a local bank cater-
ing to minority lenders.*
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FHA DENIES INSURED MORTGAGE FOR EAST
LANSING USONIA
Frank Lloyd Wright Houses Are Declared Bad Investments

In 1939, Frank Lloyd Wright designed a Usonian community
of seven houses for a group of Michigan State University pro-
fessors who had purchased a forty-acre parcel of land. After a
private funding source fell through, Wright appealed to the
recently created Federal Housing Administration, but to no
avail. The houses failed to meet the FHA's underwriting prin-
ciples, which were largely based on achieving good resale
values—generally meaning pitched roofs, clear division bet-
ween domestic spaces, and other traditional features.>* Only
one couple, the Goetsch-Wincklers, managed to eventually
build their house, but on a different site. It was financed using
Winckler’s widowed mother’s home as collateral >
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ARCHITECT FINDS SIMILARITIES BETWEEN
RUSSIANS AND AMERICANS

Seeks a Form of Private Ownership Based on Freedom and
Social Justice

Invited by the International Congress of Architects as an
Honored Guest, Frank Lloyd Wright visited Moscow in 1937.
In public statements, he declared his admiration for the collec-
tive will and spirit of the Russian people. To him, citizens of
the Soviet Union and the United States, or “Usonia,” were alike
in their parallel pursuit of the “simplicity of freedom.”* In an
exchange with the American Communist Party related to
negative media coverage following his trip, Wright explained
that while he opposed speculation and the private exploitation
of land, he did support its distribution to individuals who
would each work for the common good. This nuanced Wright’s
otherwise antagonistic relationship with US housing policy-
makers, who at the time were developing the country’s first
permanent public housing models.
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CATHERINE BAUER’S MODERN HOUSING
PUBLISHED

330-page Volume Challenges Priorities during the International
Style Era

As a self-taught expert, Catherine Bauer’s approach to hous-
ing sought to encompass historical, analytical, and practical
perspectives on the relationship of policy and design. In her
book, Bauer documented recent government-sponsored
developments of worker housing in Europe, and ended with
the question of modern housing’s feasibility in America.* Two
years earlier, Bauer had assisted in setting up the Museum of
Modern Art’s Modern Architecture: International Exhibition.
There, lead curators Philip Johnson and Henry-Russell Hitch-
cock arranged models and photographs of schools, single-
family homes, railroad stations, theaters, department stores,
civic buildings, and churches in the main exhibition hall.
“Housing,” co-curated by Bauer and relegated to a separate
section in Hall B, displayed large photographs of multi-family
developments.”’ This split between “architecture” and “hous-
ing” would characterize professional and public engagement
with the topic for decades, and motivated Bauer’s more inte-
grated approach in her later work, including her contribution
to the United States Housing Act 0f 1937.%

IMAGE/

Judging of the Competition Entries: Two
Jurors, Catherine Bauer and Ludwig Mies

van der Rohe, discussing an entry. Edgar
Kaufmann, Jr., Competition Director standing
in background. Publicity photograph released
in connection with the exhibition, “Prize
Design for Modern Furniture.” May 16,

1950 through July 16, 1950. The Museum of
Modern Art, New York. Museum of Modern
Art Archives, New York. Photo Credit: Photo
by William Leftwich. Digital Image © The
Museum of Modern Art/Licensed by SCALA /
Art Resource, NY.

Exhibit Plan From John Elderfield, ed. The
Museum of Modern Art: Philip Johnson and
the Museum of Modern Art. Studies in Modern
Art, no. 6. New York: The Museum of Modern
Art, 1998. 40.

DOCUMENT/

Johnson, Philip, and Henry-Russell Hitchcock,
eds. Modern Architecture: International
Exhibition catalog reproduction. New York:
Museum of Modern Art, 1932. © 1932, The
Museum of Modern Art, New York.

AUDIO/
Bauer, Catherine. Modern Housing. New York:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1934, 237.

Further Reading/

Caramellino, Gaia. “Housing Is Everybody’s
Business (1930-1934).” In William Lescaze:
A European Architect in the New Deal,
Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing,
2015.

MacLeish, Archibald. Housing America.
New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1932.

Oberlander, H. Peter, Eva Newbrun, and
Martin Meyerson. Houser: The Life and Work
of Catherine Bauer. Vancouver: UBC, 1999.

Radford, Gail. Modern Housing for America:
Policy Struggles in the New Deal Era. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1996.

Waurster, Catherine Bauer. “The Social Front
of Modern Architecture in the 1930s.” Journal
of the Society of Architectural Historians 24,
no. 1(1965): 48-52.

1934

PRESIDENT PROMOTES SAVING AS CIVIC
RESPONSIBILITY

Roosevelt’s First “Fireside Chat” Addresses Fear and the
Banking Crisis

By March 3, 1933, 5,504 US banks with deposits totaling
$3,432,000,000 had closed their doors.*® The following day,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt was inaugurated as the country’s
thirty-second president. Eight days later, on March 12, he

took to the airwaves to prevent a panic from bringing down the
banking system with the first of his weekly radio addresses

to the nation. In this first presidential “Fireside Chat,” Roosevelt
attempted to reinvigorate depositors’ confidence, explaining
why so many of the country’s banks had recently failed, why he
had closed them down, and what government intervention could
do to alleviate the situation. His broadcast came at the peak of a
housing crisis characterized by some 1,000 home loans fore-
closed daily and 43.8 percent of owner-occupied homes with a
mortgage in default.®
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ARCHITECT PRESENTS BROADACRE CITY

AS SOLUTION TO THE NATION’S HOUSING
PROBLEM

Radical Vision Seeks to Distribute One Acre of Federal Land to
Each Family in Need

Frank Lloyd Wright responded to the economic depression

of the early 1930s—which he diagnosed as a result of industri-
alized urbanization—with a new, decentralized form of human
settlement.®! In his design of Broadacre City, he embraced
technological innovations such as individualized transport by
land and air, but also harkened back to a vague Jeffersonian
ideal of agrarian self-sustenance. The US Housing Act of

1934 did not include any redistribution of land or concepts of
self-building; rather, it prioritized stimulating the private
sector by insuring personal credit. While Broadacre City thus
remained a more radical vision in terms of ideas of ownership
and profit, its land-use pattern and automobile usage is strik-
ingly similar to the massive suburbanization that would occur
in the postwar years.
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FIRST SWIMMING POOL OPENS IN PALM
SPRINGS

Dispossession Enables Speculative Development of Desert
Resort

Nestled in the desert of the Coachella Valley, Palm Springs’s
water was always a scarce and coveted resource. Nellie Coffman,
areal estate speculator, opened the Desert Innin 1909 as a
sanatorium. By 1914, five years after the arrival of the first car,
it was operating as a hotel, and by 1925 the Inn boasted its own
pool, stores, restaurant, and even a brokerage firm for finan-
ciers to stay abreast of their investments.% The vision and glam-
or of desert swimming pools helped promote Palm Springs’s
hotel industry, leading to a buoyant real estate market for
private homes—many with a pool of their own. This was aided
by city officials’ rejection of FHA funding for affordable housing
after World War II, preferring to market Palm Springs as a
desirable tourist destination and second-home investment
opportunity.® As a part of this process, the Agua Caliente
Indians, users of the original hot spring, were systematically
dispossessed of their property in the town.*
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UNITED STATES HOUSING CORPORATION
BUILDS HOUSING FOR WARTIME WORKERS

Program Abandoned as Role of Government Is Questioned

The federal government took on several unprecedented roles
—developer, builder, and real estate agent of public housing—
in response to the country’s entry into World War I in April
1917. The USHC was established to build new homes and com-
munities for workers and their families drawn to wartime
factories. In less than two years, over eighty-three new proj-
ects in twenty-six states were realized on the basis of British
Garden City ideals, housing over 170,000 people.® Despite
these successes, the agency was disbanded at the conclusion
of the war, undermined at congressional hearings by accusa-
tions of waste and inefficiency.
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FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT SELLS HIS VISION FOR
SUBURBANIZING AMERICA

Berlin-Based Publication Establishes Architect’s Reputation
in Europe

In 1910, Wasmuth Verlag published Ausgefiihrte Bauten und
Entwiirfe von Frank Lloyd Wright, a monograph of illustrations
of selected works from 1893 through 1909. While the portfolio
would later become famous as the supposed vehicle by which
Wright’s work was introduced to Europe, Wright saw the port-
folio as an architectural and polemical summary of his ideas

to date. Included was a proposal for the problem of the afford-
able house, a design originally published in 1901 by the Ladies
Home Journal. While Wright was preparing for his interna-
tional debut in a villa outside of Florence, his home state of
Wisconsin passed the first subdivision planning law in the
country, which was paralleled by the formation of the National
Association of Real Estate Exchanges (later NAREB). By the
time of Wasmuth’s release, the architect-designed single-family
suburban house was becoming an increasingly standardized
part of a growing real estate business tied to global capital mar-
kets and international flows of commodities.
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